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Last  year , I had t he 
pr ivi lege of  
int erview ing our  
Guidance Counselor , 
Mr . Vaughan, about  
h is annual Red Sox 
predict ions. I recent ly 
int erviewed him  about  
t he out com es of  all of  
t hese predict ions. 


As it  t urns out , " I 
would be cor rect  i f  i t  
was 1978."  


Last  year , Mr . 
Vaughan predict ed t hat  t he 
Kansas Cit y Royals would w in t he 
Wor ld Ser ies, which was way of f . Though 
?Af t er  108 years, i t  was nice t o see t he 
Cubs w in."   Anot her  incor rect  predict ion 
was t hat  t he Sox would lose t he w ild card, 
t hey did not .


Mr . Vaughn said t hat  he t hought  t hat  
David Pr ice?s  per form ance was 
disappoint ing. He had predict ed t hat  Pr ice 
would be ?t he real ace?, but  he seem ed t o 
have dif f icult y w inning in big sit uat ions. 


He also did not  sust ain t he in jury t hat  Mr . 
Vaughan had predict ed. He 
was r ight  on about  Cast i l lo 
not  m eet ing expect at ions. 
Mr . Vaughan also st at ed t hat  
he was ?disappoint ed in t he 
Sox? per form ance in t he 
playof fs? and he t h inks t hat  
t hey let  David ?Big Papi? Or t iz 
down. Though he did t h ink  
t hat  Or t iz had an am azing 
season.


Along w it h fol low ing up on 
Mr . Vaughan?s baseball 
predict ions, I also asked him  
if  he had any predict ions for  
t h is 


hockey season. 
?That ?s easy,"  he 
said. The Chicago 
Blackhawks w il l  
w in t he West ern 
Conference and 
t he Washingt on 
Capit als w il l  w in  
t he East ern 
Conference and t hen w il l  lose t he St anley 
Cup t o t he Blackhawks


When asked about  foot ball predict ions, 
Mr . Vaughan said t hat  he wasn?t  going t o 
m ake a predict ion because he ?didn?t  want  
t o j inx it ?.


Thanks so m uch t o Mr . Vaughan!  
Look ing forward t o our  next  int erview  in 
Apr i l ...


David¨ Big Papi" Ortiz


An Int erview  w it h Mr . Vaughan
by Lindsey Salek







Cool  
Facts


from mentalfloss.com


By Justin Muturi


Bubble Wrap was 
intended to be 
wallpaper.


Blue flames are hotter than regular 
flames.


On Venus, it snows? metal.


Nepal is the only country that doesn't 
have a rectangular flag.


Samsung means ?three stars? in 
Korean.


Antarctica is the only continent where 
there aren't any reptiles.


88% of New Year?s 
resolutions fail.


Some snakes CAN survive 
without food for 2 years.


Triggerfish can swim 
backwards.


The earth?s core is about as hot as the 
sun.


Beavers have orange teeth.


Fish have eyelids.


The giant panda is a bear.


Your skull is made up of 29 different 
bones.


A  BRIEF HISTORY OF 
THE HILLSIDE 


HERA LD 
By Johnathon Beford


Believe it or not the Hillside Herald 
used to be run by Mr. Buckley and it was 
called the Memorial School Globe. At some 


point during the 
time in which the 
Middle School was 
atop the hill, the 
newspaper 
stopped. 


But, in 1994-95, 
Ms. Ferdella came 
to teach at 
Leicester Memorial 


Middle School while it was still on the hill 
and she got the newspaper up and 
running again. A boy named Jeff 
Hesselton and two of his friends 
who were on the newspaper staff 
came up with the name the "Hilltop 
Herald". 


When the Middle School 
moved here, it was renamed the 
"Hillside Herald", because the 
current Middle School building is next to 
the hill that the High and Primary Schools 
are on, as 
well as the 
hill that 
leads to 
our soccer 
and 
baseball 
fields. 
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     Having Trouble Wi th 
School?
By Justin Muturi


Do you have a hard time paying attention? Have 
a below 70 in one of your subjects? Feel like you are 
not accomplishing anything in your classes?  If you 
said ?yes?  to any of the above, then you should stay after school on 
Tuesdays! You can catch up on all of your work, and finally become an A 
Student! There is academic help class where you can catch up on subjects 
like Math or ELA! I highly recommend it if you are not doing well in any of 
your subjects or completing missing work. Also, it 's useful for even being 
ahead in classes as well, which is incredibly wonderful! So come on down in 
one of these days, and become a A+ student!


The M usic 
Department?s Fal l  


Concert
 by Nikolas Gillespie


This fall, the Leicester Middle School?s music 
department was a hit! The songs played by the 
band were Louie Louie, Creature Feature, and 
Freedom Finale.  The chorus sang Bohemian 
Rhapsody, Thank You Soldiers, Antiphonal Kyrie, and Lava. There is a link below to 
the YouTube videos of our band and chorus fall performances.
Freedom  Finale: A Pat r iot ic Salut e- Leicest er  Middle School Band 2016-2017


Creat ure Feat ure- Leicest er  Middle School Band 2016-2017


Louie, Louie- Leicest er  Middle School Band 2016-2017
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School  Soccer
 Season:


By Tyler Herron
I had the privilege to interview Mr. Socha with a 
couple of questions about the soccer teams and 
how their season went. Girls: The girls record 
was 10-2. I asked Mr. Socha what his favorite 
game was for the girls. He said, ?Both games 
against Tantasqua.  They won both times and 
they thought they didn't stand a chance, but that 
was not true.? 


I asked Mr. Socha if the season good? He 
answered, "By the end of the season, in our final 
game against Spencer, you could see our team's 
hard work pay off on the field. They were able to 
do in games, Those things that we worked on in 
practice, they were able to do in games. For 
example, receiving the ball out of the air and 
making a 'drop-pass' to a defender while a third 
team mate made a run up the sideline." 


I asked Coach Socha a question about himself 
and not the team:  Why do you enjoy coaching? 
He said, ?I like to watch improvement.  I like to 
see everyone at the beginning grow and then 
become great.? 


 Coach Socha also answered a question about 
pre-game motivation. He said that they had a 
nickname this year it was the Roots. The year 


before it was the 
Seagulls and the 
year before it was 
the Goats. This is 
their motivation 
because it is their 
name that 
represents them.


Here is a copy of 
the girls roster with 
their full name and 
grade.


Jenna Soden 8 
Jenna Hennessy
Hannah Dufr ies 8 
Alexa Dufr ies 8 
Char lie Blair  8 
Kait lyn Rut t er  7 
Rian  Fadden 7 
Abigail Johnson 7 
Casey Macaruso 7 
Grace Guinee 7 
Sarah Brouil lard 7 
Er in Gerber  7
Allyson Mahoney     7
Jada Sm it h 7 
Jahm aira Pye 7
Ava But k iew icus      7 
Jordan Clarke 7
Angelina Calam are   7 
Lil ly Pet erson 6 
Ayva Connor  6 
Mr. Socha said that all his girls showed great 
effort. He also says they are very disciplined and 
coachable. I asked Mr. Socha what their 
warm-ups were and he told me that they did 
their own drills and warm-ups. Mr. Socha says 
they are very attentive to instruction, and 
understand why we work on the drills we do. 


I also asked Mr. Socha what forms and skills they 
had in the team overall. He answered our team's 
"skills" and "form" have been improving each 
year. It is a direct result of our players coming 
into the middle school having gone to camps 
over the summer and having played for multiple 
teams. 


Thank you Mr . Socha for  t h is int erview.
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Leicester Talent Show
In February 2017, at Leicester Middle 
School, in the auditorium, we are having 
a talent show! You can show off all of 
your special and awesome moves or talents to the audience. 
At the end of the show, the best talent will win a cool prize! 
It 's going down on Thursday, February 16, 2017 @ 6:30pm . 
Audit ions: Tuesday, January 24t h, af t er  school in t he 
AUDITORIUM. Singing, Dancing, Comedy, and more! Any 
talents are welcome! We will be sure to let you know if 
anything has changed in our next issue.
 


OLYM PIC FOOLERY
By Johnathon Beford


One major event that takes place in Leicester Middle School is 
Olympic Foolery. ?What is Olympic Foolery?? says a student currently 
attending school in Spencer. Well, it?s a fun activity where the grades 
compete in a series of games and challenges that require no certain 
kind of skill. ?What type of games do you play?? says another Spencer 
student. We play games that are similar to relay races, a sled race, 
dodge ball/snowball fight, and lots more. ?Do you get custom 
t-shirts?? asks the student. Yes, actually, we do this year! 6th grade 
gets black, 7th grade gets blue and 8th grade gets maroon. Olympic 
Foolery is just an overall a great fun activity we have, thanks to       
Mr. Stickney!   Look for O.F. results  and photos in our next issue. 
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By Randy Ethier 


 


 Halloween. The day in October where children all over America go 
house to house in costumes asking for candy, go to Halloween 
parties, and watch scary Halloween movies with their families. I 
don?t trick or treat anymore, but I used to love going out onto the 
streets with my friends in ridiculous costumes asking random 
people for candy. I enjoyed seeing the costumes other people 
would wear, and all of the different ways people would try to scare 
me. At my school  there is an event called the Halloween dance 
where students can dress up in costumes and go have fun at 
school. Crazy, right? You can buy a bunch of soda and snacks, dance 
with a friend or with the undead, and basically have a lot of fun. So 
before I end this I ask you: What do you think of Halloween do you 
like, hate, or love it? I would love to know!


       







Latest Music Sensations
By Tyler Herron


The Top Music 
Ar t ist s Cur rent ly 
Are: 


Drake


Twent y One Pilot s


Adele 


Drake: Rapper,  Lat est  
songs are: Why You Always Hatin', Worst Behavior, Started From the Bottom, 
Hyfr, Take Care, The Motto, Put it Down, Miss Me, Best I Ever Had.  


Drake?s lat est  album : Views.


Twent y One Pilot s: Pop  Lat est  songs: Stressed Out, Heathens, Ride.  
Twent y One Pilot s Lat est  Album : Blurryface. 


Adele: Pop and soul music Lat est  Music: Hello, Send My Love to Your New 
Lover, Miss You. Adele?s Lat est  Album s: 25 released: November 20, 2015.


Information found from: http://www.billboard.com/artists/top-100/2016 
http://www.mtv.com/artists/drake/music/ 
http://www.drakeofficial.com/biography 
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SURVEY


Jonat hon Beford 


Another interesting interactive activity 
you


can do is a fun survey!


THE TOPIC THIS WEEK IS:


 Cat s or  dogs


(please fill out the form to submit, the 
link will be provided below)


https://docs.google.com/a/lpsma.net/forms/d/1bf---48fKMlIaMWJBPKBFGfsEGUxCVWIWP_XhqvZPeI/edit


Creepy Clowns
By Nikolas Gillaspie


 As you know,  there have been many rumors about clowns near the middle and high 
schools.  As that is not necessarily true in our town, there have been real sightings across 
the country.  California, North and South Carolina, New York, New Jersey and even a litt le 
bit of Massachusetts have been hit by this creepy craze.  Since late August, people dressed 
as clowns have been appearing out of woods, on dark roads, and even in cars.  Sometimes 
the clowns try to lure kids into the woods.  If you ever see a clown, report it to the police 
immediately.  Police asked everybody not to dress up as clowns this Halloween season so 
they could find the creeps who were scaring everybody.  


:WARNING:
Be very cautious.


You have been warned!


Sources: CNN.com
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The Fiery 
Revenge!


FICTION By Randy Ethier
There?s this rumor that the 


Leicester Middle School had a ghost of 
a kid that never escaped when it 
burned down and if anybody entered 
you would come out as if you were 
burned alive. 


The school was never rebuilt and 
bones of the kid were never found.  
Five years later, the Department of 
Health decided to rebuild the school 
because the ashes and rubble from 
the school were unhealthy for the 
environment.  As most of the school 
was built, all the friends of the kid who 
died, Leonard, decided to visit the 
school before it was finished.  


Before the summer was over, 
Leonard's old friends got together and 
drove up to the school. While they 
were there they could all feel a 
breeze? a presence as if someone was 
watching them.  They got out of the 
car and the feeling grew stronger and 
stronger as they got closer to the 
school.  When they finally entered the 
feeling just flowed out of them like 
they were drained of their blood. As 
they entered the school they saw a 
bunch of new shiny lockers, light blue 


walls with so many 
classroom almost built.  


They walked in a certain 
classroom that was in the same spot 
where their old classroom was and 
they felt the same breeze or presence 
as the one they felt outside. They 
looked around and saw that 
everything was different and it was 
kind of sad.  


They found a small litt le entrance 
in the wall right behind the bookshelf, 
but when they opened it, it was 
blocked by bricks so they closed it.  
When another friend gave it a try,  it 
and it revealed a tunnel. They all 
ventured inside and they found that it 
split into five different paths; so they 
all agreed that they would each go 
into a different one.  They separated 
and went along their way. Five 
minutes later everybody heard a 
scream so they all began to run. One 
by one, three more of them screamed 
and only the one that opened the 
passage was left. He approached a 
room that looked empty with a box 
right in the middle. He opened the 
box and a swirl of black smoke and a 
mysterious figure came out. The 
figure rose into the air and started to 
speak in a dark monster like voice and 
said, ?How could you leave me behind, 
I could have lived?  I?m sorry, but I 
was? "  Then, before he could finish, 
he fell to the ground and turned to 
ash.   
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Pet Obituaries
By Erin Arsenault


    


Name: Frank 


Species: Quail 


DOB: Unknown


DOD: October 13, 2016 


Cause of death:  Was eaten either by 
wolf or hawk 


Owner: Erin Arsenault 


Name: Fred 


Species: Moss ball


DOB: June 23, 2016 


DOD: October 14, 2016


Cause of death: Was eaten by my cat


Owner: Lily Provo 


Name: Newton 


Species: Cat


DOB: Unknown 


DOD:  2010


Cause of death: He was very sick 


Owner: Erin Arsenault 
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